New England Watercolor Society Constitution,

Amended January, 2025
Article | Name and Purpose
1. The name of the organization shall be the New England Watercolor Society (NEWS). It was

established in 1885 and was formerly known as the Boston Society of Water Color Painters
1885-1966, and then the Boston Watercolor Society 1966-1980.

2. NEWS is a 507 ¢(3) non-profit organization and its purpose shall be the advancement of the
fine art of water media.

Article Il Officers
1. The Officers of the Society shall be: President, Vice-President, Chief Financial Officer,
Treasurer and Recording Secretary. The officers are to be elected for a two year term at the

Annual Meeting, or at a special meeting called by the President.

2. The President shall preside at all meetings of the Society and shall have general control and

management of the business of the Society. The President may also act as Clerk for
authenticating records of the organization.

3. The Vice-President shall assist the President. The Vice-President shall perform the duties of
the President during his or her absence or disability.
4. The Chief Financial Officer shall maintain the investment accounts of the Society.

5. The Treasurer shall collect and disburse monies of the Society and shall maintain the bank
records for the Society operating accounts.

6. The Recording Secretary shall keep all meeting minutes and records.
7. Any officer may be removed for a cause by a three-fourths vote of the members

present at a Board of Directors meeting of the Society.

Article 11l Board of Directors

1. The members of the Board of Directors of the Society shall be nominated by the Officers of
the Society, and approved by a majority of the Board of Directors.



2. The Board of Directors shall consist of not less than nine members and shall include all
Officers.

3. Both Signature and Associate members may be Officers or members of the Board of
Directors. An Associate Member who is on the Board of Directors must reside in New England. A
Board member may move out of New England and remain on the Board with the approval of
the Board of Directors.

4. The Board of Directors shall assist the Officers in the direction of policy for the Society.

5. Vacancies left by the resignation or disability of an Officer may be filled by the action of the
Board of Directors.

6. Where directed by the President, committees shall be appointed by the Board of Directors to
perform special duties as the need arises.

Article IV Meetings

1.There shall be a minimum of six (6) Board of Directors meetings per calendar year.

2. There shall be an Annual meeting on a date to be determined by the Board of
Directors.

3. At the Annual meeting, the Officers will be elected and the general business of the
Society will be presented to the membership.

4. The President may call a special meeting of the membership and/or the Board of

Directors at any time, and must do so at the written request of at least five(5) members.

Article V Membership

1. There shall be two types of paid membership in the Society: Signature Members
and Associate members.

2. Any person may become an Associate member by payment of the annual dues.
3. All Signature Members must reside in a New England state. A Signature Member whose

residency is currently in a New England state may move out of New England and maintain
Signature Member status as long as dues payments to NEWS are kept up-to-date.

4. Associate members are responsible for paying annual dues. Termination of Associate
membership and its privileges shall occur due to lapse in payment of annual dues.



5. Signature Members must pay annual dues. Termination of Signature membership shall occur
due to lapse in payment of annual dues.

6. Associate and Signature membership dues must be up to date prior to submission of work
into any NEWS show.

7. Any member may be suspended or expelled for any egregious offense or misconduct by a
three-fourths vote at any Board of Directors Meeting.

Amendments

1. Any amendment to this Constitution may be made at an Annual Meeting or at any
Special meeting called by the President. Amendments shall be considered approved by a vote of
two-thirds of the members present.

2. Bylaws consistent with this Constitution may be made, altered or repealed by a majority vote
of the Board of Directors.



